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Colombia’s Unlikely Advacate

By Sam Loewaness

The $1 billion-p lus Calombian and-drug
package that pa.ued the U.S. Senate last
wesk has had a soing of unlikely advoctes:

- defense contractors, oil companics, and

I

now. appamnﬂy. tobatco.
tatives of the Philip Mortis Cos.
labbied both the House and the Scnatc to
_pass the package, according © a2 GOP aide
in the Senate. and a former commitiee
staffer in the House_

The cigacete company's lobbyists said
that they werte pressing the issuc at the
request of the Colombian government,
scsordiag fo the Hill siaffers.

Philip Morris did not reurn multipie

But Colombiae Ambassador Luis Alborto
Moreno denies that the tobaces company
was scting on his governnent's behalf

“Nothing is farther from the wuth,”
Moareno aays.

The Icgislation, propased by the Clinon
adminisoration, calls for toughly $1.6 bilfion
in 2id, most of which comes in the fonm of
military hardware and intelligeace for the
Colombian army. Critcs in Congress and
buman rights groups arguc that the aid wilt
n belp in drug interdiction, but is instesd 2
military package whose puspose is coun-
hxmuguncy. ROt COUIMEInArCTULS,

It is uncicar what interssc Philip Monds
has in the legisladon. There is no record of
the twbacco company either registedng oa
the issue with the Justice Deparument as 2
foreign ageat or mgxsmring on the issuc
with Congress to

Bur some wha foliow the tobacen com-
o oy’ Joyiog b 2 s e
company's its
lems in Colombia.

Tmuumr

ip Miortis was slapped with 1
- Colombian stacs and the,
mmmﬁdhm
court inn New York, alleges that Philip Moeris
worked with Calombian dowg dealers o

12

engage in cigarette smuggling and moncy
Imndering, The states claim they have lost
billions of dollary as a result.

in what some observers have sinec ixter-
preted 23 2 move to pre-cmpt the suit, Philip
Morris announced in March an agreement

with the Colombian cantral government o
 fight snuggling

*Jt was also amundﬂnshmeﬂmﬂhbbw
co company's lobbyists went © Capitol Hill
ro discuss the Colombian anti-drug pacikage,’
acconding & the two congrossional staffers. -

“The lobbyists madc the case thar the package
would curb cigaretie ing and also dis-
cussed the importance of the Colombian
market to the company's busincss.

"It scems pretty clesc to me that they are
trying to et in good with the Colombian
government because of thesc lawagita,”

gays Ross Hammond, a Latin Ameziczn A

specialist with the Campaign for Tobaceo-
Pree Kids, a D.C.-bazcd anti-smeking
group. “They are probably boping that by
doing rhe Colombizn federal gavermmens =

favor that pressure can be brought on the
states to drop the suix”

Ambassador Moreno says that the sug-
gestion of a behind-the-scenas deal with
Philip Merris is “sbsolurely false"

Moreno says he did talk with Philip
Marriz officials on several accasiona abaut
ugummugglmgandu\chwmbmtu
fie never agked lb:mtohbbyﬁ:rcheud
package. He acknawledges asking
companics, through the U.S. —Cnlemhu
Susiness Patoership, o push foc the aid.

Lawyers from the New York office of
Speiser. Krause, Nolan & Geanite, who ae
counsel to the Colombisn states, say that
they bave cut no deal with Philip Morxis, and

. thet the central povernmicnt has no formoal

suthority o intexvenc in theirlegal action. &
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